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Even as more specialties are recognized within the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), people are 
still surprised to hear of an individual who is board certified in veterinary dentistry and oral surgery. Actually, it may not be 
surprising at all, considering there’s slightly over 100 of us in the entire country. This is a specialty within veterinary 
medicine that is devoted just to the mouth. And, believe it or not, there are many ailments within the mouth that can cause 
pets to silently suffer. Some of these are obvious, and others may be insidious and difficult to detect. As a specialist, I have 
advanced training and sophisticated equipment necessary to diagnose and treat challenging cases that are causing chronic 
pain and inflammation in a pet’s mouth. The marvels of modern medicine and surgery allow specialists, in concert with 
your primary care veterinarian, to diagnose and treat conditions that may have been unheard of 20 years ago. 
 

 
What does it take to become a specialist? 
 

Achieving the status of a specialist requires board certification from the 

specific organization representing the given specialty within the American 

Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA). In my case, the American 

Veterinary Dental College (AVDC) is the authority that oversees the 

training requirements and certification process necessary to become a 

specialist in veterinary dentistry and oral surgery. My training program 

beyond the education needed to obtain my doctor’s degree in veterinary 
medicine was extensive. After graduating from Colorado State University 

with my DVM degree, and serving in general practice for 14 years, I 

returned to academia to pursue a three year residency program at the 

University of Minnesota in St. Paul. Within that time frame, there was a 

rigorous set of training requirements set forth by the University and the 

AVDC in order to fulfill the residency requirements, and ultimately, to be 

invited to sit for the board examination. Completing and passing the 

specialty boards was the final step in achieving the status of a specialist, 

and individuals are awarded the title of Diplomate within their respective 

specialty. Given my specialty of veterinary dentistry and oral surgery, I 

am now allowed to use the title of Diplomate, American College of 
Veterinary Dentistry next to my name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Klima performs oral surgeries as part 
of his specialty. 

 
 
 
 
 
Larry J. Klima is board certified by the 
American Veterinary Dental College. Since 
2007, he has provided a specialty service in 
small animal veterinary dentistry and oral 
surgery, and offers in-house training seminars 
for veterinarians and their technical staff.  
Dr. Klima routinely travels Tall Grass Animal 
Hospital in Aurora, Colorado to offer specialty 
services in cooperation with hospital owner, Dr. 
Matt Fordham. Typical procedures scheduled 
during Dr. Klima’s visits include oral tumor 
removal resection, complicated extractions, root 
canal therapy, periodontal surgery, 
reconstructive surgery, fracture repair, and 
consultation by appointment. 


